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Course: B.Sc. (General) Anthropology
Part I: Semester I
Core Course: - ANT-G-I-CC/GE-I-TH
First Semester: July to December

Topic

‘ Name of the teacher

Introduction to Biological Anthropology:-

Unit - I:- _

Emergence, history, divergence (sub-discipline sub-fields), flex-

ibility, holism of Anthropology, Anthropology in relation to the

disciplines of physical and for natural sciences, social sciences,

Arts and Humanities. '

Unit - II:-

I. Morphology of Man (External and Skeletal Morphology)

a. External morphology - Features of man.

b. Skeletal morphology - Definition and function of human
skeleton, types and definition of the types of bones, Name,
number and position of bones of human skeleton.

c. Modifications of human skeleton as consequences of evo-
lution - erect posture and bipedal gait.

d. Human dentition (Types and salient features)

|e. Dental formula (deciduous and permanent)

Unit: II

1. Definition of Anthropology, aim, scope, branches and ap-

~ plied areas of Blology

Unit: I

Cell: Unit of life _
(@ Structure and function of animal (eukaryotic) cells.
@) Thecell cycle: Cell division - meiosis and its significance.

P. Sarkar

A. Mazumder

Introduction to Archeological Anthropology:-

Unit: I

1. Introduction to archaeological Anthropology, its relation
to anthropology Palaeoanthropology, history prehistory and
historical archaeology.

2.  Abriefhistory of archaeology, mentioning only the stages
of Antiquarianism, Three Age Paradigm, Cultural history,
Processual and Post processual archaeology.

A. Mazumder
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A briefidea of palaeco-environment in high and low latitudes
and altitudes.

Methods for reconstructing the past-environmental archae-
ology, experimental archaeology, Ethno- archaeology, Pri-
mate ethnology.

Field technique - Exploration, Excavation, data analysis
and publication of report.

Dating methods - Concept and importance of chronology
in archaeology, absolute and relative methods, only the
following methods are to be briefly outlined: C14, TL,
FUN. Archaeo-magnetism, K/Ar, Stratigraphy and river
terraces.

Identification and description of stone and bone tools.
Different tool making technologies.

A. Mazumder

Introduction to social Cultural Anthropology:-

1.

The holistic nature of Anthropology and integration of
the anthropological sub-disciplines; The scope and objective
of'social and cultural Anthropology.

The Theories : Evolutionism, Historical Particularism,
Diffusionism (including concepts like universals, diffusion,
acculturation), Structural-functionalism, Cultural Materialism,
culture & Personality, Structuralism, Symbolic Anthropology,
Cultural Ecology and political Economy.

Concept of culture:-

Defining culture, features of culture; socialization, cul-
ture shock, ethnocentrism, theories of culture (e.g. evolution,
diffusion, patterns of enthuse, cultural configurations, structure
functionalism, cognitive anthropology, (Cultural ecology)
subculture, cultural relativism, functions of culture.

Concept of society:-

1. Society, group, community, structure, organization, sys-
tem, institution, Process/interaction, Social function, Sta-
tus Role. Diaspora, Social Network and Social Capital.
2. Concept of Tribe: Indian tribes, distribution — geo-

A. Mazumder
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graphical ® Social organization—Garo, Santal, Chencku, Toda.
Social Stratification:-

Egalitarian societies, rank society (band, tribe, peasant)
division of labour. Class society, Caste society in India,
dynamics of caste, racism and inequality.

Political System and Social Control:-

Political organization, types, band, tribe, kinship organi-
zation, age-grade organization, chiefdom, leadership, so-
cial control and conflict resolution, state law and codified
law; functions of law violence and terror, religion and
politics.

P. Sarkar

ANT-G-I-CC/GE-1-P. (Practical)

Unit-1 : Biological Anthropology
A. Study of human skeleton (original or caste material)

i) Identification of bones — Skull bones: Frontal, Parietal,
Occipital, Temporal, Mandible, Spheroid, Zygoma and
Maxilla. ‘

ii) Vertebra (Atlas, Axis, typical Cervical, typical thoracic,
lumber, sacrum) long bones with side determination
(Homeruns, Radius, Ulna, Femur, Tibia, Fibula), Scapula,
Clavicleos innominate.

iii) Determination of age and sex from skull and pelvis.
Craniometry (on three skulls): students should know the
landmarks, instruments related to it.

1. Maximum cranial length.

2. Maximum cranial breadth.

3. Least frontal breadth.

4. Maximum Bizygomatic breadth.

5. Nasal length

6. Nasal breadht

7. Superior facial length.

P. Sarkar

A. Mazumder
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Semester 2
ANT-G-2-CC/GE-2-TH

Human genetics and population variation

a)
b)

c)

d)

€)

g)

h)

Definition and application of knowledge of genetics
Gametogenesis: Spermatogenesis and Oogenesis, stages and
differences.

Normal Chromosomal constitution of man, Brief outline
of karyothype and Denver system of human chromosome
classification.

Basic structure of DNA and RNA with comparison.
Brief concept of Aneuploidy and Poly Ploioly, Numerical
Chromosomal aberration-in man: causes and manifesta-
tion (Down’ syndrome, Turmers Syndromes and Klinefelter’s
Syndrome)

Mendelian Principles: its explanation and application in
man.

Mendelian inheritance in man — autosomal dominant
(PTC), autosomal recessive (albinism), Sex chromosomal
dominent (Vitamin D resistance rickets), recessive (col-
our blindness)

Multiple allele and polymorphic character in Man (A B O
Blood group system),

Unit-II: Peoples / Population of world:-

a)
b)
0)
d)
€)
1

g

Concept of Race (Ethnic Group)

UNESCO Statement of race (1950, 1952)

Geographical distribution and features of major races /
population of mankind (Caucasoid, Negroid and Mon-
goloid)

Racial concept — Garn — Geographical, local and micro
races.

Criteria for population / racial classification (skin colour,
scalp hair and ABO blood groups).

Racial / ethnic composition of the population of undivided
India by H. H. Risley, B. S. Guha and S. S. Sarkar
Human adaptation : Hot, cold, attitude, infections disease
and stern. '

A. Mazumder

P. Sarkar
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Ecology and Culture in the Past:-

Unit-]

Development of prehistoric cultures from the earliest evidences
ﬁp to the beginning of historical times; on a regional basis —

Africa and Europe.

D

Earliest Pleistocene cultures of Africa, and their subsequent
development withspecialemphasis to East Africa, Lake
Turkana basin (sites — Olduvai Gorge, Omo, Hadar, Laetoli,
Koobi, Fora, Olorgesaile). Only relevant brief sketches are
to be given.

Earliest Pleistocene cultures of Europe and their subsequent
development with special emphasis on Western Europe are
to be dealt with. The justifications of lower, middle and upper
Paleolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic classifications and
nomenclatures are to be ratified. Cultures are to be studied in
the following format 3type sites/important sites of each cultural
stage, the characterizing evidences, dates, general cultural life
with growing varieties of evidences of prehistoric people up
to Neolithic times and linking them with the preceeding and
succeeding cultural phases as well as the mention of associate
fossil finds, inany.

Social cultural Anthropology:-

1.

Marriage and family:-

Concept of marriage, definition. Is marriage universal ? Incest
taboos, types and variations of marriage systems, regulations
of marriage, preferential marriage, marital transactions, dowry
and bride price, emerging issues of marriage including same—
sex marriages. The family, Nuclear family, extended family.
Marital Residence, kinship and association :-

Patterns of marital residence, kinship, structure of kin-

ship, bilateral kinship, unilateral kinship, Ambilineal systems, |

classification of kin, kinship terminology, Non kin associa-
tions (group based on age, association based on sex)

Some important areas of Anthropology (brief notes on the
tenets) :-

A.Mazumder

P. Sarkar.
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societies.)

Medical Anthropology, Urban Anthropology, Development
and Anthropology, Applied Anthropology, Cognitive Anthro-
pology, Visual Anthropology, Economic Anthropology
(Subsistence strategies: Hunting and gathering, Horticulture,
Pastoralism, Shifting cultivation production, distribution and
redistribution, Agriculture and Peasants, Informal Economy,
Poverty, Sustainable Livelihood and Sustainable Development;
exchange and consumption of goods and services in complex

P. Sarkar

B.Sc. Bio 2nd year (Theory)

General (1+1+1) Syllabus, Part - II, Biological Anthropology

Upto November November to March Name of
(Chaptes) (Chaptes) the teacher
Biological Anthropology Social and cultural Anthropology. Dr. P. Sarkar
Module: 5 Module:-4
(a) Definition (Mivert)and | Some important areas of Anthropology
general characteristic fea- (brief notes on the tenets):- Medical
tures of order primates. Anthropology (including pharmaceutical
(b) Evolution trends of the | Anthropology), Urban Anthropology,
primates. Development and Anthropology, Applied
(c) Classification of the Anthropology, Cognitive Anthropology,
order primotes-Simpsonand | Visual Anthropology: ;
modified by Simpson (1917) | Economic Anthropology:
with features and example Subsistence Strategies :- Hunting and
upto family. gathering, Horticulture, Pastoralism,
Module: 6 Shifting cultivation, Agriculture and peas-
Section - IT ants, Informal economy, Poverty, Sustain-
(a) Fossil primates: able livelihood and Sustainable Develop-
Dryopithecus, Sivapithecus, | ment; exchange and consumption of goods
Ramapithecus (only chro- and services in complex societies.
nology). Political Anthropology:

(b) Earlier Hominid: A




Upto November
(Chaptes)

November to March
(Chaptes)

Name of
the teacher

afarensis & A africanus.
(c) Emergence of geni us
homo - H. habilis, H.
erectus (Java and peking
variety).

(d) Emergence of Archaic
Homo sapiens: Neanderthal
(La chapelle-aux-saints
&Tabun).

(e) Anatomically Modern
Homo sapiens : Cro
magnon.

The major theoretical approaches of politi-
cal anthropology and or anthropology of
power and politics, political processes,
such as factionalism , Styles of leadership,
political rituals, comparative study of
political Institutions in simple and complex
cultures; race, regional and or linguistic;
groups, state/nationhood religions and
ethnicity & (inter) ethnic relations, social
movements.

Module 6:

Anthropology & contemporary Social
Issues: .

Population growth, Poverty, inequality &
Justice: Issues of gender & sexuality, Warfare
(nuclear, biological, imperial) and peace,
terror, marginalization and exclusion,
epidemic diseases & disaster, social
movements.

Regional Anthropology: South Asia:

(a) Religion, Regionalism, nationalism in India.
(b) Caste, class & inequalities in India.

(c) Fundamentalism, communalism migra-
tion and ethnicity In India, land reforms &
panchayet reformers in India.

(d) Peasant village: Feature, habitation,
economy and changes.

Dr. P. Sarkar

Biological Anthropology
Module: 5

d) Platyrrhine & catarrhine,
monkeys distribution,
characteristics & differ-
ences.

e) Anthropoid apes: Fea-

f) Skeletal comparison of anthropoid apes
with that of man.

Module:- 6 Section-I

Theories of Human evolution:-

| Lamarckism, Darwinism, Synthetic theory.

Archaeological anthropology:

A. Mazumder




Upto November
(Chaptes)

November to March
(Chaptes)

Name of
the teacher

tures, classification, distri-
bution, & social behaviour
of the anthropoid apes.

ARCANTG-7 Development of prehistoric
cultures from the earliest evidences up to
the beginning of historical times: ona
regional basis - Africa & Europe

ARC ANTG 8 Earliest Pleistocene cultures
of Africa and their subsequent development
with special emphasis to East Africa Lake
Turkana basin (sites Olduvai Gorge, Omo,
Hadar, Laetoli, Koobi-Fora, Olorgesaile)
only relevant brief sketches are to be given.
ARC ANTG - 9 Earliest Pleistocene cul-
tures of Europe and their subsequent
development with special emphasis on
Western Europe are to be dealt-with the
Justifications of lower, middle and upper
Paleolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic classi-
fications and nomencultures are to be ratified.
Cultures are to be studied in the following
format : 3 type sites/ important sites of each/
cultural stage, the characterizing evidences,
dates general cultural life with growing
varieties of evidences of the Prehistoric
people up to Neolithic times

and linking them with the preceding and
succeeding cultural phases as well as the
mention of associated fossil finds, if any.

A. Mazumder

B.Sc. Part - III Anthropology (Theory)
Paper IV, B.Sc., Bio-General, Full Marks - 100

Upto November
(Chaptes)

November to March
(Chaptes)

Name of
the teacher

Biological Anthropology
a) Forensic anthropology:
Personal identification from
blood groups and skeleton.

Anthropology of Religion:

Indigenous religions: Topics (concepts and/
or definition) include myth and ritual,
sorcery, witchcraft and divination, ani-

Dr. P. Sarkar

8




